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Congress of the Huited States
xﬁgz bismton, £ 2051

B

November 2, 2020

The Honorable David P Boss
%3’6!.1?1 Administrator, Office of Water
ental Protection Ageney

o3

Drear Assistant Adminisirator Bosy

As vou consider Florida's request to assume a Clean Water Act {UWA) Section 404 program. we, the
voechairs of the Everglades Cavcus, urge vou to strongly weigh the benefis of a protective, responsive,

and streambined penmitting program on the restoration of America’s Fyverghades,

The Everglades is an incredibly vital wetland system in South Florida dit provides drinking water w
more than 8 million vesidents and refuge 1o much of the region’s bindiversity, Congress has invested
biltions of dollurs into restoring this nutional treasure alongside similar investments by the Sete of
Florida.

While important restoration prograss has been made in recent vears, the overall program has been
plagued by design, permitting, and constue im da, avs under the U, Army Corps of i‘fzzﬂrsinamzs, Un
several pocasions, the State of Florida and ¢ th Florida Water Management Distric {ave had to
assume respensibility for certain project “ia,m nts from the Corps of Engineers 1o expedite pm;uw
delivery at lower cost.

5%

ited construction of the Central Bve
L and other projects avound Lake
;1_ les ecosvster and enhancing the resilience of the communities 1
e a5 well. With so much gt stake, we can no longer accept unwarranted
SCORYSIOm TestOration projects,

o

wlades Planning Project, the Everglades Agriculun E Aren
echobee are essential to improving the health of
it Hve, work, and recreste
delavs in permitting for

LA e

‘%E h the authority 0 administer a Seetion 404 ;”*rmz‘aztn we believe that the Flonda }"Z*e:;‘wime?zt of
Environmenial Protection would de,wmpnbh the sk of permitting these eritical projecis ina
canily more timely and responsive manner than the Corps. Thank vou for vour full and faby

consideration of the State of Florida's request, consistent with applivable statutes and reguiations,

sinverely,
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Mario Phaz-Halart
Member of Congress
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